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The Dirty Girls Social Club
by Alisa Valdes-Rodriguez

From Publishers Weekly

Valdes-Rodriguez’s debut novel delivers on the promise of its sexy title, offering six lively, irreverent characters:
the sucias (“dirty girls”in Spanish), who have been friends since college and get together twice a year to catch

up. The book opens at just such a meeting, six years after they've graduated from Boston University, and takes us
through an eventful year in their late 20-something lives. This diverse group of women defies stereotypes. There’s
reserved, conservative Rebecca, founder and editor of a magazine for Latina women, whose marriage to a preppy,
Marxist theory-spouting academic is on the rocks; Sara, a full-time mom in Brookline, from a rich Cuban-Jewish
family and married to an abusive husband; Usnavys, ambitious and entertainingly materialistic, who's an execu-
tive with United Way; Amber, a struggling singer and guitarist; Elizabeth, host of a Boston morning TV show and a
born-again Christian; and Lauren, a feisty, hard-drinking newspaper columnist, half Cuban and “half white trash.”
The book addresses serious questions-prejudice, the difficulty of winning respect from Latino men-but balances
them with enough budding (and dying) romances and descriptions of clothing and decor to satisfy any chick

lit fan. The lively, humorous writing is peppered with Spanglish and attitude (watching Usnavys approach their
meeting place, Lauren says, “Look at her. She just slid up to the curb out front in her silver BMW sedan.... She’s on
her cell phone. Wait, take two: She’s on her itsy-bitsy cell phone. It gets smaller every time | see her. Or maybe she
gets bigger, | can't tell. Girl loves her food.") This is a fun, irresistible debut.
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From Booklist

In her first novel, Valdes-Rodriquez, a journalist for the Albuquerque Tribune, depicts the lives of six young,
upwardly mobile Latinas, best friends since college, who meet twice a year to catch up with each other. They
call themselves the sucias (“dirty girls”), as in “Buena Sucia Social Club.” Lauren, a tough, outspoken, but painfully
insecure newspaper columnist, opens the novel with fierce energy and irreverent humor, introducing readers to
her friends: Usnavys, impeccably dressed and status-conscious; Rebecca, the hyper-driven founder of a thriving
magazine for Latinas; Amber, a rock musician determined to bring her uniquely politicized music to the masses;
Elizabeth, a news anchor who is hiding her lesbianism from the sucias and her colleagues; and Sara, a Sephardic
Jewish mother of two whose marriage is not as perfect as it looks. Perhaps because it seems semiautobiographi-
cal, Lauren’s voice is the most authentic, but Valdes-Rodriguez has given all six women complex, believably
flawed personalities. Prepress buzz likening this novel to Terry McMillan’s breakthrough Waiting to Exhale and
rumors of a film by Jennifer Lopez's production company will generate demand, and justly so--this is a heartfelt,
fast-moving, and often funny page-turner. Meredith Parets
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