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PIMA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY YOUTH PROGRAM TO RECEIVE COMING UP TALLER AWARD FROM 

FIRST LADY IN THE WHITE HOUSE

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) Word Journeys, a Pima County Public Library program that builds on popular children’s books to engage Tucson area youth in creative learning and development, is being nationally recognized as one of 18 youth arts and humanities programs to receive the prestigious 2008 Coming Up Taller Award.  Youth and adult representatives of the program will travel to Washington, D.C., for a Nov. 14 ceremony at the White House, where they will accept the award from Mrs. Laura Bush.

Coming Up Taller is an initiative of the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities (PCAH). The President’s Committee partners with the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) to administer the program, which was founded in 1998.

The Coming Up Taller Awards recognize and support outstanding community arts and humanities programs that celebrate the creativity of America’s young people, and provide them with new learning opportunities and a chance to contribute to their communities. The awards also highlight the contributions that historians, scholars, librarians and visual and performing arts make to families and communities by mentoring children. More than 350 nominations were received by the program in 2008.
Created through a partnership between the Pima County Public Library and the Amphitheater School District, Word Journeys utilizes the library as a learning space for children from racially diverse and economically challenged Tucson neighborhoods. Its workshops typically begin with a reading from a children’s book on a particular theme. The youth then engage in craft and writing exercises that encourage children to reflect on the theme and relate it to their own lives. Each workshop also includes a short “treasure hunt” to familiarize students with library resources.

At the program’s conclusion, children share their creative projects, which strengthen their sense of accomplishment and understanding of the experiences of those from different backgrounds. This year, for the first time, the group included a number of Bantu refugees from Somalia, who made new friends to help them ease through the difficulties of being accepted in local schools.
“Initially, the Somali teens were isolated at their high school.  I hoped that their working together would begin to break down cultural walls—the program we designed tries to address these types of challenges.  I knew we’d made progress when I saw a veiled and a mainstream mentor laughing and talking as they walked from the workshop,” said Word Journey’s director, Marge Pellegrino.

“Arts and humanities activities have a wonderful way of enabling young people to discover their unique talents and Coming Up Taller programs help light the fires of curiosity and creativity in young people, using the discipline that arts and humanities require to learn about themselves and explore the world around them while forging a path to success in school and life,” said Adair Margo, Chairman of the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities. “Word Journeys demonstrates the power of libraries as places for lifelong learning and enables these students to unveil the many treasures to be found there.”

The President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities bridges the interests of federal agencies and the private sector, supports special projects that increase participation, and helps incorporate the humanities and the arts into White House objectives. The National Endowment for the Arts is a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts, both new and established; bringing the arts to all Americans; and providing leadership in arts education. Because democracy demands wisdom, the National Endowment for the Humanities serves and strengthens our Republic by promoting excellence in the humanities and conveying the lessons of history to all Americans. The Institute of Museum and Library Services is an independent federal grant making agency dedicated to creating and sustaining a nation of learners.

For more information please visit the following Web sites:

Word Journeys: http://www.library.pima.gov/wordjourneys/ 
Coming Up Taller: www.cominguptaller.org
President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities: www.pcah.gov
National Endowment for the Arts: www.arts.gov
National Endowment for the Humanities: www.neh.gov
Institute of Museum and Library Services: www.imls.gov
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